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' {The Trust Manufactures Its llluminant from
. Fuel Oil Instead of from Hard Coal—It Is
¢, Then Forced Through the Service Pipes
~ to the Helpless Consumers at Excessive
Pressure, Making It Mostly Air.

- Remarkable Outpouring of Complaints from
Citizens Who Have Been Overcharged and
Bulldozed by the Companies Merged In

' This Trust—The Hand of Rockefeller Is

Shown in the Gas, Electric and Light and

Heating Companies.
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Investigation by The Evening World has shown :

That there IS a Gas Trust in this city.

That the Gas Trust DOES force gas through its mains
by compressed air pressure.
~ That the gas manufactured is inferior in quality, made
~Iargely from fuel oil and coke.

That the companies, in defiance of the law, sell gas to
one another at cost price.

That large consumers in New York are furnished with
gas at 90 cents per thousand and less.

That the Gas Trust is controlled entirely by the Stand-
ard Oil Company.

That the profit on each 1,000 feel of gas is §3 cents.

AIR USED DESPITE DENIALS.

It would be strange indeed were the managers of the Gas Trust to

admit that they are forcing gas through their mains by compressed alr
pressure becaucy they are making a poor quality of gas. It is the most
patural thing in the world to find President Gawtrey, of the Consolidated
Gas Company, denying such an allegation. But the fact remains, and in-
vestigation, backed by the proper authority, will prove that New York City
|+ is getting poorer gas than it ever got before, sent through the mains at a
* pressure that produces exorbitant gas bills.
'y Concerning the method of manufacturing gas the average consumer
Mves in dense ignorance. Gas works are surrounded by high fences, and
entrance is barred by gates. Visitors are not allowed to go through as they
are in other manufacturing plants. The business is of such a nature that
few but trusted employees know anything about the tricks of the trade, and
it is a matter of record that employees of gas companies are extremely loyal
to their employers.

: ' AIR IN EVERY BIG TANK. ;

r f_n, " There is a general impressior among citizens who pass the towering
f fanks in the yard of the gas companies that these tanks are kept fllled
© | “'with gas under compression which is forced out by its own power. As a

i o ‘mtter of fact, no gas tank is kept filled with gas.

1, top of every tank that is kept filled with alr.

5 Y The tendency of gas is to rise. The alr cushion is kept at the top of the

;‘;'.: tank to force the gas out into the main.

* 18 not required.

There 18 a space at the

Generally a heavy alr pressure
Just sufficient pressure to keep the gas from floating up
‘ to the top of the tank is all that is necessary when the gas is of first-class
‘quality. .

At the time of the coal strike the gas companies found themselves
unable to secure sufficient coal. Previous to the strike they had been using
material in the proportions of three-quarters coal to one-quarter coke and
fuel oil combined. As coal became scarcer and scarcer more fuel ofl and
coke were used, until the proportion became revefsed. For a time, near
the end of the strike, the city was burning what was practically fuel oll.
gas, which has nothing like the illuminating quality of gas made from hard
coal.

EXTRA PRESSURFE NLILEDED.

This gas {8 heavier than gas of the purity required by law, and to get
it through the mains extra pressure was required. To supply this pressure
compressed air was forced into the tanks, jamming down the gas, squeezing
it into the mains and forcing it through the mefers In a manner to make the
index hands fairly spin around the dials,

20 AW 4hé ecarcity of coal through the strike had a gradual growth, so

Vr

'fﬁ‘—'"’"‘f"'r""*“ vy

T

T T T ey
4 P L !

THE WORLD: MONDAY EVENING, MARCH ¢, 1903.

YOUR GAS IS MADE OF FUEL OIL, NOT HARD COAL,
WHICH ACCOUNTS FOR POOR QUALITY AND HIGH BILLS

HIS flame shows the proportion of air and gas that is

the picture indicates how great is the proportion of air
that is served to the helpless consumer. This accounts for
the poor illuminating quality of the lights.

another constitutes a violation of the law, punishable by the forfeiture of
the charter of the offending companies.

NEARLY 100 PER CENT. PROFIT.

Evening World reporters have also learned that the cost of gas for

every company doing business in the city averages 47 cents per thousand
feet. This Includes every item of cost, including fuel, labor, repairs and
fixed charges on capital and bonded indebtedness, The highest cost of man-
ufacturing and distributing gas that has ever been recorded in this city was
during the coal strike, when it ran to 54 cents per thousand feet. It was to
balance off the loss on this increase that the Standard Oil Company con-
tinued the pollcy of forcing inferior gas through the pipes after the coal
strike had ended.
New York is to-day burning what i{s practically fuel-oil gas and not
coal gas. The companies buy their oll from the Standard Oil Company,
which thus gets a profit coming and going—a profit on the cil and a profit
on the reduced cost of manufacture and the increased bills to consumers.

Auditors from the Standard Oll Company pay periodical visits to the
offices of the gas companies and check up the ofl purchases. The gas com-
panies are forbidden to buy oil from any other concern than the Standard
Ol Company, and the secret of the transaction is so well guarded that up
to this time The Evening World has been unable to discover what price 18
paid.

Another thing The Evening World has learned is that the gas combine
is selling gas to favored consumers at ninety cents a thousand feet and less,
Big hotels and heavy users of gas work under contract with the companies,
It will be notec that in the flood of vrotests that have poured in on The
Evening World there has been none from large consumers. The house-
holder, whose gas blll is a perpetual terror to him, is the man who pays $§1
per thousand feet and has his meter register twice as much as he burns.

Jf thisg diserimination In favor of big consumers on the part of the gas
companies {8 not strictly illegal, it is certainly contrary to public policy, and
It showg beyond doubt that it Is not necessary to charge $1 per thousand feet
for the gas companies to make a profit,

Reporters investigating the methods of the companies have been aston-

For instance, men who are sent out to inspect meters are given a list of the
meters to be inspected and one match for each meter. They are instructed, by
inference, at least, that the company expects them to burn but one match to
each meter they look at. If the match goes out before the inspection is
complete—well, It i3 no business of the company 4f the employee guesses at
the state of the meter-—and they never guess small,

HAVE THE SAME OFFICIALS.

Recurring again to the close relations between the various companies in
|h9 combine, it i8 necessary only to say that the chief engineer of the Con-
nolma(ed Gas Company i8 also the chief engineer of the Standard Gas Com-
’pnn}. In addition to this Auditor Whiteley, of the Consolidated Ges Com-
1pamy, is also treasurer of the Standard Gas Company and comptroller of the
Edison Company, of Manhattan and Brooklyn.

A*._

HOW THE PUBLIC IS ROBBED
REVEALED BY GAS EXPERT,
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.ﬂl. Consplidated Company puts In meters that are supplied by the

Wu plants than the Consolidated, manufactures gas for that
pumps it to its tanks, There is also an agreement by which
pply, when It has more gas on hand than

) & month,

Aith naphtha fumes Lo give It lumin
Guulities

‘sl meter the company makes money

wnd
will not remoye It v\nhuul muoh

Naisl«

What We Are Supposed (o Get, vhce on the 1‘..n| of the consumer. The
wp 2 P e . company will not allow the consumer
The gns that New Yorkers are sup ?“, place a governor o Lthe pipe before

lmanl to gel s pure hydeogen gas, which it enters the meter,

b #ixteen tmes lghter than alr, satu-
rated with naphiha fumes to make it
fl\e out llght when burned, Hydrogen
N Its native state burns with a blue
ame, and s worthless as & luminant.
To manufacture this kind of gas costs r

between 8 and 40 cents per thousand
ﬁ\:r that they burn mm"o gt Lo get
hifne @ in “ the

m\}!&locl ﬂm runn f .
shou! bo ‘*u l e l‘:‘k G
l’a .} .' of e
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and one placed on
the pipe aMer It leaves the meter ls
soldom of mwieh service

“There Is not one meter In & hundred
that s accurate,
as under blg pressure with great facil-

V‘Conuuman must also stop and con-

-

general in New York City now. The shaded part of.

jshed at the actually dishonest instructions that are given to employees. !

It measures up bad | vhe

the proportion of air in
The shaded part ot the

DIAGRAMS SHOWING WHY THE PEOPLE OF NEW YORK ARE COMPELLED
TO BUY BIG TANKS

OF AIR AT A FABUILOQUS PRICE FROM THE GAS TRUST.

HIS picture of a gas jet shows how much ought to be

order to insure a good light.
cut indicates what experts say

wbuld be about the right proportion of air to that of the gas.

ONE YEAR AGO.
Hard coal..........75 per cent.
Fuel oil and coke. . . .25 per cent.

FUEI OII, AND COKE, NOT HARD COAL,
THE CHIEF MATERIAL IN MAKING GAS

TO-DAY.
Fuel oil and coke. . .75 per cent.
Hard coal..........25 per cent.

TRUST RO

COMPLAINTS SHOW HOW GAS

BS ITS VICTIMS.

There is no falling off in the number
of complaints agalnst the Gas Trust sent
to the Evening World. Here is a brand
new lot of them:

Didn’t Use Gas, but Got Big BillL
To the Editor of The Evening World:

Since about the first day of November
last we have not been burning any gas
in our store, using electric lights exclu-
sively. The only place where gas I8
used, and then only on very rare occa-
slong, is in the cellar, Yet our gas bill
from the 23d day of December, 1902, to
the 238d day of January, 1903, was $14.60,
being more than twice the maount we
ever pald walle actually using gas and
when not using electric lights at all.

This on the store floor of No. 266
Bowery, where the otfices of the Cur-

tin's 'lmnstcr & Storage Company are
located,
The writer lives on the first floor of
the bullding. My bills thare are now aut-
rageously high, huln*l from $11 to $12 per
month—three times the amount charged |
when the rate was $1.25 per 1,000 cu
foet, 1 shall be glad to co-operate with .
I'he Evening World if there is any way
of securing redress,
JOHN J. MENSHING,
(urtin's Transfer Co.

Gas Bills as High Jumpers,
To the Editor of the Evening World:

send you my gas Dbllls for Au uvt
and September. In August 1 paid 60.
For September the bill wuas 81" Huw is
(hut for a jump? PEL.

East Fourteenth alr«l

Less He Burns, More He Is Oharged
To the Kditor of the Evening World:

My last October bill was $12.60. During
November we burned electric lights dur-
Ing twenty-six days, wndch meunt twen-
tv-flve fewer gas Mghts every night.
But the gas bill for November was 314 10,
50 it has been all along. Since the elec-
tric light has been In use my gas bllis
have been higher than they were the
year before when I nad no elecLNc 11

ht.
KEL Ll“ﬁ
No. 835 Speing street,
Away from Home, but Charge:l
for Gams.

To the Editor of The Evening World:
My wife and 1 were away flve weeks,

returning on Jan. 10, I t a bill on my
return for $.70, Then got a bill for
$1.60 for January. Now 1 have received

another bHl for $3.30. Our mneighbor
next door recelved a blll yesterday for
85, and they oannot understand ([t as
thelr bill was formerly one-guarter that
amount,

I do not care to have you publish my
name, as if they should see it in your
paper thc\ mn turn off my gas,

MOE OF TR A8 TRUST,
G.lllnu. of © nurne 1t Is.
To the Bditor of The Evenlug World

Last year my gas bills jumped frmn
an average of $18 monthly to $35. 1
my refusing to pay the gas was s ul
off. (las being a necessity in my busi-
ness, I was forced to settle the bill,

One month my meter, being out of or-

der, falled to reglster one Inch of gas
This was no fault of mine, yvet re-
calved an “estimated’ bil) rur $35, or
equal to the largest amount had pald.
There belng no .nlu-lnm!\. l ple the
bill, at the company ‘‘estimate, '’

The position of the consumer In re-

lation to the gas company is certainly
galling, and I trust the thousands ol
Eyvening World readers will aid that
paper In Its noble effort to compel the

greedy corporation to deal with the long-
suffering public in an equitable manner,
A CONSUMER.
He Favors State Ownership,
To the Bdltor of the ®vening World

1 hayve mide complaints to the Gas
Trust on account of high bills, but the
answoer always 1s; “If you are not ,...u.
fled with the bills then close the meter,'
The only way to get rid of the trust is
by State ownership,

HENRY AHBRAMS,

No, 148 Farsyth street, New York

Bill Jumped from 856 to $31.50,
To the Bdilor of the Bveuing World:

1 have & seven-room house in the
Bronx. Our gas blll for November was

0. In December It was 51880, and In

anuary, when burning loss gas, it was

21,50,

“\\x \umthn-l to the company, and
the ansse: we got was: “Pay It or we
will cut off the gas, A clerk admitted
at the ofice that It was almost Impossi-
ble for us to burn that much gas. We
only used one gas radiator for luu.ln‘
urposes and burned one ton of coal
month, Now wo are hurnlu all,

f)\l’l’hll
No. 88 East One ]lundlml and Bixty-
fourth gtreet.

'l‘hey HUFixed” Him Al Right,

To the Bdier of The Evenlng Werid:
1 un \'cry §lad to"‘.:o you takin
of the publlcm|m“¢ A
oW ! 1 an
100/ " rr DU. to

has. I hope you will prevent these rob-

berles. It will do a vast deal of good

to the public. K.‘K.
Poor Gas Causes I11 Health.

To the Editor of The Evening World:

I think it is almost time for the Board
of Health to protect the ple of Great-
er New York from the {11 smelling con-
(;;r'rl] oalled the Consollidated Gas Com-

inﬁ:mlon 1o thi
people nk, thelr sufferings ol
this k!nd of dilea.s‘: are the mu‘lr of

understand that for a good digestion
of any kind of meal we need the purest
alr, Corrupt alr causes

rheumatism, typhoid, nervousness, asth-
ma, cat&rrh. consumption, etc. It the
physiciang of this city had better air
they would be more successful in very
complicated cases. In cold weather the
people cannot open thelr windows to
let out the vapor of impurity conducted
by our poor gas, which this privileged
robber gang takes high prices for.

administration that such a gas humbug
[lw permitted to exist. If 100,000 inhabi-

tants of our city would co-operate and
establish an assoolation and each mem-
ber would take a share of or $10, we
could have the best-organized institu-
tion in this city, which would give us
pure gas, and nh«aper gas, I am at any
llme willing to do my duty in helping
to destroy this lru.st

HARKIN,

119 PFast F‘whty t.hlrd Btreet
Wants Fight Kept Up.
To the Bitor of The Fvening World:
Your fight Inst t.ho xu trust Is

worthy of xrr:f‘: Kol}p ?

Ot Course Its R.bluty.
To the Editor of The Evening World

If this e not robbery, what s 1t? My

New Annoyance to Comsumers.
To the EAltor of The Bvening 'World:

By attached slip you will see another
money-saving scheme of the United
Electric Light and Power Company and
also of the different gas companies who

Laundry Wants.

~Jirst-class shirt ironers, Bt, Denls &

WANTE
_Home Laundry, 132 East 25th st
FEEDERS and folders wcnt‘d National Steam

Jdaundry, (60 West 20th st

TYLER IRONEKR, Manilla hundry, lson
ave., between 1@9@_.»4 100th w

GIRLS WANTBED in collar dw‘mnt. LB
court Steam Laun West 424 at,

OPERATORS on wtnlcr Wilson to
do mending, Sterling Laundry, 166 ot

MAN WANTED on wringer, Sterling hnndri.
165 W. 3th s,

WANTED—First-class nnlly \roner help en
starching five days week. ‘“ Atlantie
Brooklyn

I" )

FORDWOMAN—Capable, experienced woman In
flat work lnuudrgd By letter omly, James A.

Wendel, 76 Past §

TRONEI—First-clasd waist and vest irenet.
&, 9th et

MARKER and sorter wanted.

R 32 B 9th et
STARCHERS WANTED on shirts and oo lul
Palisade Stesm Laundry, 2315 8t

and cuffs

ave., uear 125th st

SHIRT STARCHERB and other female hel help
wanted In laundry, Troy Steam Laundry, 18

and 18 Concord st., Brooklya.
BOY—A strong boy waated, Apply Laundry, 102
W. 47th st

BOY, WANTED-—Smart boy, American Laundry,
Hoth st dnd L on ave.

BOY WANTED to aollul—_l—il—”lollur' una
good wages, Irving Laundry, 28( W. 127th -1
HOYS, bLright, strong, v luunl? bninnln

uolly bring reference. 2713 Brosdway, 104 lh

BOY WANTED, Ol Iondu .M yo
Ularemont Laundry, 2220 § m

BOY, Germnan-American, vuna lor

216 E. 104h o,

MEN to learn shirt ironing, Apply lﬁ B.
19243 lsundry.

GIRL, cuumu«d on luru doln collars.  Paris
Steam Laundry, h. .

IRONER, tamily, .oud mu,"ﬁn '@Tu
Laundry. {62 f‘-uul Park West, cor. 10‘

LAUN LRSS —A pod lsundress by the mveek.
| 2 days, 140 Ave. B.
femnels and plain

LAUNDRY—Ironers to iren
pleces. um:’n ’:udry 611 W, Blet st

MARKER and avsorter wanted. tly.un Taun-
dry. 407 Washington st., H
OFWICE ISTANT--Young lady 0 u-lu’i. of-
fice Madison laundry, 34 av __
uN‘R . meady work. s

BHIRT 1
_l!_ E
ave.,

T
,3"“#

-

RO Y

i

-t

!
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There {s no city in the whole
world where people suffer more from

too much rich food. But they do not

pneumonia,

It
1o | is a disgrace to New York and to the

S, Jor,DEOpS” e, B, 10T French and English Cretonne, per yard, 19, and 25,
by the N S Romme. Origioniy $hc. (o 456,

SEND YOUR COMPLAINTS OF GAS
EXTORTION TO THE EVENING WORLD.

The Gas Trust says there are no complaints of over-
charge from its victims. To refute this statement The
Evening World will print all complaints sent to this office.
Each communication must have name and address of the

writer, not for publication unless desired.
Write only on one side of the paper.

COST OF GAS FROM THE MAKER

TO THE CONSUMER IN NEW YORK.

COST OF MANUFACTURE—Including coal, fuel oil, coke, labor,
sundries, repairs to manufacturing machinery, repairs to factory,
repairs to tanks and required salaries, 26 cents per thousand feet.

COST OF DISTRIBUTION—Including repairs to mains, services,
meters and stoves, indexing, bookkeeping and collecting, expenses
of general office, repairs to buildings not factories, meter ex-
penses, and fixed charges on capital and bonds, 21 cents per
thousand feet.

COMPLETE TOTAL OF COST—47 cents per thousand feet.

CHARGE TO CONSUMER—g1 per thousand feet.

NET AND ABSOLUTE 'PROFIT—53 cents per thousand feet.

have adopted the same means uslnf
one 1l

of ool- a gas stove of three burners

lecting their Dbills. They do not send a ht for the rooms my Mohut‘?1
collector, but require you to eend a|was $1.30, During January u-ed
check. light only and my bill was

It is certainly a great annoyance|is wonse

where a man has been in tﬁu hwblt of
hawvin hlo wife pay the house bills to
now them wntown and send
them th.mugwh his onbo M. N N.
Fewer Lights but Higher Bills.

To_the Wditor of The Bvening World:

Last Jenuary's bill was $6.20, This
vear it was ! 1 ve made many
complaints and the n elways an-
swens that T used the g t I do not,

taking money out “of Q
pocket. WOLF DA
150 Norfolk Btreet.

How Gas Waas Oat Ouh

To the Bditor of The Evening World:

My gas bil] for September—October
wag $4.10, and much higher than that
of other tenants, although for five days

1 lights in my
5?3:.1 bAVeNSIjUYOR 51k B‘ APPEL. |oll. I spoke to the aumﬂ'lntmdent. ng
181 Bast Broadway. he sald he would see about it.

sent the same index man to the houn.'
Whn he reported at the office I don’t
inow, but my bill the next month w
$4.10, T did not pay it and the ut
the meter.

Pays $2.40 a Month for One 14dght.

'x‘o nu ®ditor of The Evening World:
t me down as one of the suf-
B‘I’lﬂng the summer time when

ferers

| %lﬂman&ﬁlo

Are showing assortments .of Lace Draperies, Fabrics for
Hangings and Furniture Coverings, Cretonnes,
Portiecres, Couch and Table Covers,
Screens, Lounging Cushions.

Sash Curtain Materials, consisting of Embroidered Muslins,

Filet and Fancy Fish Nets; Egyptian, Soutache, Cluny and lrish
Point Laces, Colored Nets, Madras, etc.

WILL OFFER TUESDAY, March 3d.

Renaissance Lace Curtains, originally $17.50 pair, at $(,7§
Silk Damask Portieres, corded, $12.50

originally 322 50 pair, at
Fabrics for Hangings, Wall and Furniture Coverings,
originally §1.25 to $4.00 per yard, at . 75¢. and $,00

Cushion Tops,

Each, 28c. and 68,

High-grade Printed Taffetas and Droguets 50 Mm
wide; originally $1.75 to $2.00 per yard, at 05c.

Also several hundred pairs of Lace Curtains, in 2 to 5
pair lots at from $3.00 to $10.00 per pair,
being ONE-THIRD Less than the original prices.

MEN'S FURNISHING DEPARTMENT.

(To left of Sixth Avenue Entrance.)

Neckwear and Gloves, Colored and Dress Shirts,
also new materiali for Shirts to measure,
Pajamas, Night Robes, Bath Gowns, Underwear,
Hosiery, etc,

For TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY, March 3d & 4th.

MEN'S HEAVY CAPE GLOVES, Tans and Red, per pair, 3100
MEN'S HALF.-HOSE, of embroldered and striped lisle thread and
cobton ; regular priocx 50¢, per pair, at
$1.85 per box of half dozen pairs, 32¢, Pain
MEN'S FINE LISLE THREAD HALF HOSE with embroidery and

vertical stripes ) regular price 75¢. per pair, at
$2.25 per box of half dogen pairs. 42c. Paie,

B. Altman & €o.
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